Spring Cleaning

(Jesus Cleanses the Temple)

Scripture Reference: John 2:4-16
Supplies: Bible, A mop, pail, sponges, and other cleaning supplies

Anyone know what season we are in? Spring is such a wonderful time of the year. The
temperature begins to warm and the world begins o take on a fresh new look. The
trees start to put on leaves, the grass begins To turn green, and the flowers start to
bloom. Everything is beautifull There are other things that tell us That spring is here too.
For one thing, baseball season begins. Another sign That spring is here is That many peo-
ple have started their spring cleaning.

Look at all of this stuff I brought with me this morning. I have a mop, a pail, sponges,
floor cleaner, window cleaner, paper Towels, and dust cloths. It looks like I am getting
ready To clean house. Do you want o help me? Spring is a good Time o give your house
a good going over and clean everything up and get rid of a lot of junk that you don't
need.

I want to tell you dbout a time when Jesus did some spring cleaning. It was time for the
annhual Passover celebration, so Jesus traveled to Jerusalem. When he arrived in
Jerusalem, Jesus went to the temple. He couldn't believe his eyes. There in The Temple
ared he saw people who were selling cattle, sheep, and doves for the people to use as
sacrifices in The temple. There were tables set up for money changers so that people
could change their money To pay their temple taxes. It looked more like a carnival than
a house of worship.

Jesus did not like what he saw. He was so angry that he made a whip from some rope
and he drove the the cattle and sheep and those who were selling them from the
temple. He went to the tables of the money changers and Turned them over, scattering
coins all over the temple floor. To the ones who were selling the doves he sdid, "Get these
out of herel How dare you turn my Father's house into a market.” Yes, I would say that
Jesus did some spring cleaning in The temple that day!

As we think about Jesus cleansing the temple, we should also think about some other
cleaning That needs to be done. This is a good time o look inside ourselves and see if
there is anything in us That needs to be changed. Are there some areas of your life
where Jesus heeds to do some 'spring cleaning’? 1 know there are in minel

Let's pray. (Pray together, something like this: Dear Jesus, during this time when we
Think of spring cleaning, we ask you to fForgive us when we do wrong and fo make us
clean In Jesus’name, Amen,)



Some Tips for Family Devotionals:

Prayl Ask God o guide your family time.

Make it funl Enjoy yourselves and let the kids be silly.
They may not remember everything you say, but
they will always remember the laughter

Keep it simplel Don't try to create deeply profound
lessons. Just try to reinforce your values and
beliefs in a simple, easy-to-understand manner.

Don't dominatel Ask questions, explain The
instructions, and invite participation. Your children will
learn more when you involve dll of their senses and
emotions.

Go with The flowl Start with a well-defined plan, but
don't Kill spontaneity by become overly structured.
Some of the best opportunities are completely
unplanned and unexpected.



